assessed by reliable and generally agreed criteria. In the process of devising our current criteria, something has been lost, and this collection reminds us ofjust how much, and how little, that is. JLT The American Psychiatric Association has now decided to add to this paper mountain by publishing the contributions to some of the yearly symposia in a series entitled Progress in Psychiatry. The current volume, one of the first in the series, contains a motley collection of papers dealing with the neurological screening of psychiatric patients, psychiatric manifestation of seizure disorders, associations of hypothyroidism and hypothalamic-adrenal system disorders with affective and other psychiatric illness, depression in drug addicts and medication and toxin induced psychiatric disorders. At best, as in the seizure disorders chapter, the reader is presented with a rambling, overlong review of the subject. At worst, and there are numerous examples of this, the aspiring psychiatrist is regaled with a detailed description of auscultatory percussion as a means of detecting subdural haematomas. Perhaps only those interested in learning about this archaic procedure in the era of brain imaging should be encouraged to buy the book. The rest of us can find better uses for our money. Minor criticism must also be made of the proof reading prior to publication. The structure of TRH, for instance, is shown under the heading "TSH". It was also disconcerting to note that the third reference in the introductory chapter is incorrect.
The book is good in parts, and the chapter on posterior pituitary function is particularly worthy of mention, but I doubt whether it can compete with texts on neuroendocrinology which are already available. 
